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SHORT-LIVED CLIMATE POLLUTANTS - ORGANIC WASTE REDUCTIONS

In its ongoing effort to fight climate
change, California is focusing its efforts
to reduce organic waste deposited into
landfills. Why organic waste? When food
and other organic materials decompose,
methane gas is released which is a potent
greenhouse gas emission pollutant.

In September 2016, former Governor
Jerry Brown signed into law Senate Bill
1383 (SB 1383) establishing methane
emissions reduction targets in a
statewide effort to reduce emissions of
short-lived climate pollutants. Senate
Bill 1383 empowers the Department
of Resources Recycling & Recovery
(CalRecycle) to enforce regulations and
requirements upon municipalities and
the organic-waste generators within
their jurisdictions to achieve reductions
in organic waste sent to landfills.

Additionally, SB 1383 requires the
diversion of edible food, good for human
consumption from being disposed of in
landfills. The diverted edible food will be

required to be redirected through food
recovery programs and into the hands of
those in need.

Meeting California’s ambitious goals
will require expanded organic recycling
requirements for both residential
and commercial customers. The City
of Vacaville and Recology Vacaville
Solano are currently working together
to prepare for SB 1383, which becomes
effective January 1, 2022. Though
specific program details are still
developing, below are some anticipated
changes commercial customers can
expect after January 1, 2022:

e All businesses will be required
to subscribe to organic waste
recycling service;

e Employees must properly sort
materials for recycling into the
corresponding bins for organic
waste, solid waste and recyclables
such as paper, glass, aluminum;

Recycling bins featuring sorting
labels will be required in customer
areas;

Some businesses will be required
to participate in an Edible Food
Recovery Program

(Businesses subject to Edible Food
Recovery Program requirements
will be notified directly).

To learn more about SB 1383 and stay

informed, please visit

http://vacavillerecycling.com/sb-1383/
Be sure to check the SB 1383 page

often as the information will be updated

frequently.

AB 827: Customer Access to Recycling

Beginning July 1, 2020, commercial waste generators and organic waste generators
that provide customers access to the business must provide a labeled recycling bin or
organic waste recycling bin to collect materials purchased on the premises.
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ORGANICS
RECYCLING:

Focus on
Food Waste

Acceptable materials

SR X X X X X X «

Fruit & vegetables
Bread

Rice

Egg shells

Seafood & shellfish
Bones

Meat & poultry

Coffee grounds & filters

Food-soiled paper & cardboard
(napkins, uncoated paper plates,
pizza boxes, etc.)

Green waste materials — grass
clippings, leaves, weeds, tree &
shrub prunings

Unacceptable materials

X

Plastic bags or packaging
including those labeled
‘compostable”

Garbage
Hazardous waste & E-waste

Construction debris (concrete,
rocks, dirt, asphalt)

Animal feces or manure

Painted or treated lumber,
plywood, or particle board

If you aren't sure if sprays
something is recyclable, visit
to find out.
(707) 448-2945 RECYCLING@CITYOFVACAVILLE.COM WWW . VACAVILLERECYCLING.COM

Odor Control

B If possible, keep the cart in a shady area out of direct sunlight.

B Line the bottom of your cart with newspaper or green waste (grass
clippings, leaves, tree prunings, etc).

B Spray the inside of your cart and cart lid with a vinegar/water solution.

B Keep food scraps in a bucket or container in the fridge or freezer until close
to collection day.

B Use paper bags to collect food waste or wrap it in newspaper.

B Control odors with
shredded paper. The paper
helps reduce moisture and
odors when mixed with
food.

Rodent & Pest Control

B Keep the ground around
the cart clean and free of
clutter.

B Don't provide an easy way
for rodents and pests to get
in the cart; keep it away
from exterior walls, fences
and shrubs.

B Keep the cart lid closed at
all times.

B Check local retailers for
safe, non-toxic repellent
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