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In its ongoing effort to fight climate 
change, California is focusing its 
efforts to reduce organic waste 
deposited into landfills. Why 
organic waste? When food and 
other organic materials decompose, 
methane gas is released which is a 
potent greenhouse gas emission 
pollutant.

In September 2016, former 
Governor Jerry Brown signed into 
law Senate Bill 1383 (SB 1383) 
establishing methane emissions 
reduction targets in a statewide 
effort to reduce emissions of 
short-lived climate pollutants.  
Senate Bill 1383 empowers the 
Department of Resources Recycling 
& Recovery (CalRecycle) to enforce 
regulations and requirements upon 
municipalities and the organic-
waste generators within their 
jurisdictions to achieve reductions 
in organic waste sent to landfills.

Additionally, SB 1383 requires 
the diversion of edible food, good 

for human consumption from 
being disposed of in landfills.  
The diverted edible food will be 
required to be redirected through 
food recovery programs and into 
the hands of those in need.

Meeting California’s ambitious 
goals will require expanded 
organic recycling requirements for 
both residential and commercial 
customers. The City of Vacaville 
and Recology Vacaville Solano 
are currently working together 
to prepare for SB 1383, which 
becomes effective January 1, 
2022. Though specific program 
details are still developing, below 
are some anticipated changes 
commercial customers can expect 
after January 1, 2022:

•	 All businesses will be required 
to subscribe to organic waste 
recycling service;

•	 Employees must properly 
sort materials for recycling 
into the corresponding bins 

for organic waste, solid waste 
and recyclables such as paper, 
glass, aluminum;

•	 Recycling bins featuring 
sorting labels will be required 
in customer areas;

•	 Some businesses will be 
required to participate in an 
Edible Food Recovery Program 
(Businesses subject to Edible 
Food Recovery Program 
requirements will be notified 
directly).

To learn more about SB 1383 and 
stay informed, please visit 

 
http://vacavillerecycling.com/sb-1383/  

Be sure to check the SB 1383 page 
often as the information will be 

updated frequently.
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